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ings of atheism. In this field the conservatism of the church lead-
ers was merged with that of the populace. The Tikhonian church
found its power in its unity with the masses and in their support.
This does not mean, however, that the revolution and atheistic
propaganda will leave no mark on the spirit of the people. Too
much'was done to awaken and strengthen the religious conscience
of the faithful to permit the reaction to remain in the negative
phase, that of a mere protest against atheism. Some positive re-
sults are bound to come, but it is more probabte that new develop-
ments will take place outside the Orthodox church. Again, as
during the last part of the seventeenth century, the popular faith
will separate itself from that of the church. One can see a sign of
this in the growth of Sectarianism since the revolution.
Generally speaking, here as in other fields of life, the broken
chain of historical development is being welded anew. We notice,
after a very strong attack on the pre-revolutionary state of things,
a gradual return to the past, yet with a new fund of experience
and a new impulse towards internal evolution. It is premature to
say who will profit most by this impulse, but one thing is certain;
each of the present trends of Russian rdigious faith can only as-
similate from the revolution that for which it was prepared by
its preceding history.